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14° THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 

KINDERGARTEN THEORY. 

Bertha Payne and Anne E. Allen. 

The work for the year will be based on the study of chil- 
dren's play activities as seen in the kindergarten, in school, at 
home, and on the street. Reminiscences of childhood and auto- 
biographies containing reminiscences of early life will be con- 
sulted. The teachings of Froebel, Pestalozzi, Comenius, and 
other educational reformers will be used for reference study. 

Froebel's Education of Man, Pedagogics of the Kindergarten, 
and Mother-Play Book will . be used as reference works with the 
first-year class. For the advanced class there will be a more 
thorough study of these works and a further comparison of 
Froebel's educational principles with those of other educators. 

The plan of the outlines in the Course of Study will be as 
follows : 

In each number, a topical outline, partly in the form of a questionnaire, 
to suggest lines of study, also a r^sum^ of the outcome of the class work of 
the previous month. In the latter will be given, from time to time, sugges- 
tions for games and plays worked out by the students and children ; stories 
and extracts from the students' notes upon child study. 

The outline for the kindergarten in the elementary school gives material 
for study by the pedagogic class. Tests must be found to measure the value 
of the employments suggested for children of this age, and plans must be 
made in detail for the hand-work, games, excursions, songs, and stories for 
the various kindergarten groups. 

REMINISCENCES. 

1 . What remembrances have you of your own childhood's play that may 
be useful in directing the play of little children ? 

2. What were your favorite playthings ? 

3. What were your favorite plays ? 

4. Did you play alone ? 

5. When playing with others, how large was the group ? 

6. How did the subjects of these plays change ? 

7. Did you chiefly invent situations, or repeat those you had seen and of 
which you had heard ? 

8. Was there always a leader of the group ? 
g. Did you play games ? 

10. If so, give a bit. 



AND THE COURSE OF STUDY 14 1 

1 1 . How old were you when you first played ring games or historical 
games ? 

12. Did you play competitive games ? 

13. What was your feeling when you had beaten or had been beaten ? 

I. The kindergarten plan for October is based on home activities. The 
plays are reviews of the children's daily experiences. How do they increase 
the children's knowledge or add to their power ? Where is the value and 
charm of these play representations of the work of everyday life ? 

H. Watch the plays of children wherever you can find them, and write 
descriptions of the plays, stating the number of children, their ages, and the 
character of the neighborhood. 

HI. Which materials seem to furnish the children interesting occupation 
for the longest time ? Which best lend themselves to change of ideas and 
plan ? Which require the least assistance from older people ? 

IV. Plan a nursery playroom for children from two to four years of age, 
giving a list of toys and materials for their use. What limitations would you 
put upon their play ? What freedom would you give ? 

V. Add what is necessary if children from four to five years of age are to 
be included. 

VI. What should their luncheon be, and what opportunities does it 
offer? 

VII. Choose any of the materials upon your fist and plan for the con- 
secutive play periods in which the children carry out their own plays of 
home life. 

VIII. Do these plays furnish enough vigorous bodily activity for the 
three morning hours spent in the kindergarten ? Watch children under 
eight years of age at -play and note the proportion of time spent in active 
plays and in such physical exercise as running, jumping, skipping, climbing, 
and throwing affords. Collect games of physical exercise suitable for chil- 
dren from three to eight years of age. 

THE KINDERGARTEN. 

Anne Elizabeth Allen, Mate H. Topping, Mary Howell, 
Eloise Beardsley. 

The direction toward which the work in the kindergarten 
is tending seems to be more or less artificial and lacking in 
simplicity. Kindergartners are striving toward the realization 
of an ideal plan, but are choking out the spontaneity and 
genuineness of both teachers and children. When a set form of 
work is prescribed and followed, it soon becomes our master, 
and we are no longer free to follow our own inspirations, which 



